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4. Work Values and Vocational Ethics of Korean(2008)
- Work Ethics and Professionalism of Professionals -
Young-Hyun Lee, Sang-Geun Han,
Jae-Ho Chung, Ki-Hun Kim
The Korea Research Institute for Vocational Education and Training carries
out surveys on work values and work ethics of Koreans periodically. 2008
surveys were conducted for employers and workers of firms and professional
groups.
The objective of the study is to examine work ethics and professionalism
of professional groups including lawyer, medical doctor, professor, and
reporter. A survey of 800 professionals(200 professionals from each group)
was conducted from June 9 to July 31, 2008.
The professionalism was measured in five dimensions drawn from Hall‘s
framework. The five dimensions include the Use of the Professional
Organization as a Major Reference, Belief in Public Service, Belief in
Self-regulation, Sense of the Field, and Autonomy.
The levels of professionalism on five scales were as follows.
First, level of the Use of the Professional Organization as a Major Reference
was the highest among medical doctor(3.90 point), followed by professor(3.78
point), lawyer(3.27 point), and reporter(2.88 point).
Second, the level of Belief in Public Service was the highest among
medical doctor(3.70 point), followed by professor(3.24 point), lawyer(3.14
point), and reporter(3.11 point).
Third, the level of Belief in Self-regulation was the highest among medical
doctor(3.36 point), followed by professor(3.19 point), lawyer(3.10 point), and
reporter(3.02 point).
Fourth, the level of Sense of the Field was the highest among medical
doctor(3.90 point), followed by professor(3.86 point), lawyer(3.70 point), and
reporter(3.57 point).
Fifth, the level of Autonomy was the highest among medical doctor(3.69
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point), followed by professor(3.61 point), lawyer(3.56 point), and reporter(3.03
point).
In addition, the levels of work ethics of professionals were examined. The
level of work ethics was the highest among lawyer(3.46 point), followed by
medical doctor(3.33 point), professor(3.19 point), and reporter(2.92 point).
